
  

ELECTORAL (REDISTRIBUTION COMMISSION) AND ANOTHER ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (8.37 pm): In rising to speak in favour of this bill tonight as a 
member of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee that examined the bill and conducted a 
very wideranging inquiry that took us all across Queensland and involved public hearings here in 
Brisbane as well, it is clear that this bill is about ensuring that all Queenslanders, wherever they live, 
are properly represented in our parliament. The committee heard from many people supporting the 
proposals put forward in this bill to give the commission the option, as the member for Ferny Grove has 
pointed out, to add up to five seats to this House, the option to expand the weightage for large 
electorates from two to four per cent and to make some other changes to the Redistribution 
Commission.  

We heard especially from Indigenous people in Cape York, from the Napranum Shire Council 
and other areas of the Torres Strait who were very supportive of the proposal put forward in this bill, 
particularly people from the electorate of Cook, because they experience firsthand the issues that come 
from a lack of access to their representative. It is a big issue in the electorate of Cook, it is a big issue 
in the member for Mount Isa’s electorate and it is a big issue in the electorates of Gregory, Warrego 
and Dalrymple because the distance involved for people to properly access their representative is a big 
impediment to them being truly represented in this House.  

It is not only distance—and we will hear a bit about distance from the member for Gregory—but 
also there are weather issues. For example, for a lot of the year it is impossible for members to get 
around the electorate of Cook. We heard also that people want to see their representative face to face. 
They want to sit down across the table from them and tell them about the issues that they face. If this 
bill is not adopted and we keep the present electoral system, the ability for those people to be properly 
represented in this House will continue to diminish. They deserve to be heard. All regional 
Queenslanders deserve to be heard just as much as those Queenslanders who live in South-East 
Queensland or other provisional cities.  

Contrary to what some people will say, this bill does not introduce or reintroduce any type of 
gerrymander and I put that on the record. Since 1992 we have had a system that allows for a large 
electorate allowance. This bill does not change that situation whatsoever. In 1992, EARC made a 
recommendation that there be an allowance for large electorates because of the distances involved and 
because of their remote locations away from Brisbane and other major centres. It was recognised that 
remote Queensland electorates need an allowance because of the challenges people face in accessing 
their representatives. The changes proposed in this bill are an evolution of the EARC recommendations. 
In fact, the bill implements one of the EARC recommendations, which the Labor Party never 
implemented—that is, to review the number of seats in this place.  
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In 1986, when we last expanded, there were about 2.65 million people in Queensland, which is 
an average of 17,500 electors per electorate. Now we still have 89 members, but the population is 
4.75 million people, which is 33,500 electors per electorate. There has been no change in the almost 
30 years since those changes were made. This bill simply implements the last recommendation of 
EARC, which is something that the Labor Party committed to doing before assuming government in 
1989 but failed to do through the various iterations of the Electoral Act. I compare that to New South 
Wales, where a slightly higher number of electors is represented by each lower house seat, but we 
always forget—certainly some members opposite have forgotten—that they also have an upper house, 
which affords extra representation to people in rural and regional New South Wales.  

One vote, one value is a vital concept for Queensland and this bill does not take that away. 
However, we live in a system of representative democracy and one vote, one value is just one aspect 
of our representative democracy. One of the other aspects—and this came out in the report and it came 
out in all of the submissions—is that people need to be able to access their representative. If we do not 
adopt this bill tonight, the ability for people in rural and remote Queensland to have fair and equal access 
to their representative is going to continue to diminish over the ensuing years, which is simply unfair for 
rural and regional Queenslanders. If two or three members of parliament cover most of mainland 
Queensland, how will those people be well represented? How will they drive to the electorate office? I 
have one of the biggest electorates in South-East Queensland, but still it is less than an hour from 
anywhere in my electorate to my office. In some cases, we are talking about it taking almost a day to 
drive from a home to the electorate office or conversely for a member to travel from his or her home to 
another place in the electorate.  

We have a conflict of two principles and we need to resolve that conflict. We need to remember 
that Queensland is different in that we do not have an upper house. We have single-member electorates 
and people need to have access to their representatives. Robbie Katter, the member for Mount Isa, has 
given some excellent examples of the challenges he faces in serving his electorate, such as having to 
sleep in his car on the side of the road when travelling between places. The member for Gregory, my 
friend Lachlan Millar, has commented on the number of people in his electorate. There are 57 schools 
in his electorate. How can the children at those schools fairly expect to see him in a three-year cycle 
when the electorate is so big?  

The Indigenous communities want this bill to pass. The committee report contains great 
supporting evidence from the Clerk of the Parliament and other academics, who support an expansion 
of the parliament. We must give the option to the commission to expand the size of the parliament and 
also the size of the Redistribution Commission, and to introduce bipartisan appointments to that process 
as well. I support the bill and I urge the House to do so as well. 
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